Thetidal stretch from King's L ynn to Denver canbe tricky to navigate for several reasons:
the mass of water being funnelled in from the Wash means that the tide can run very
quickly, resulting in rapid changes in the water level: also, there are a number of sand
banks which can result in the boat touching bottom, especially on small lides.

The return journey from Denver to King's Lynn is much easier, as the lock keeper willlock
you through when the level is right to suit your draft and headroom, generally when his
tide gauge shows a reading of between 103.4 and 103.6.

The time 1o leave King's Lynn for Denver depends upon the height of the tide. Leaving
too early can mean going aground, whereas leaving toe late could result in insufficient
headroom under the bridges. The wind also has an eftect. A north wind, for example, can
bring in the tide 15 minutes or so early. (The chart at the end of this booklet gives anidea
of the effect of the tide on the bridge clearance at Downham Market).

To calculate the best time to leave King's Lynn, in a boat with 2 3 draught and travelling
at 6 knots, allow 1 1/> hours for the journey from South Quay to Denver Lock, aiming to
arrive there:

a) 15 minutes after fiood at Denver on tides over 22f, G m

b} 1 hour after flood at Denver on tidesof 20t0 22, 6-i-6T m
('flood" means that the tide has turned and water has started to flow upstream)

Fiood at Denver is 1 hour before High Tide at King's Lynn, so:
in case a) leave King's Lynn 2 /s hours before High Tide,
in case b) leave King's Lynn 1 'z hours before High Tide.

On tides of less than 201t there is danger of grounding and so, If possible, it is better to
undenake the journey when there is more water.

The above information is just a guide and it is important o get advice from the Denver
lock keeper who has local knowledge and up-to-date information.
He can be contacted in advance by telephone on Downham Market (0366) 382340 or
382013, or on VHF Channel 6. When the telephone has 1o be unattended, locking times
will be recorded on the answerphone during the boating season between 1st April and
30th September.
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This guide has been compiled by a lncal boat user andis based on personal observations.
The maps are intended to let you know what slage of your journey you have reached and
to give you advance warning of what you might find around the next band!
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Denver Sluice contrals the fow of waler from the Graal Ousa
and its tibularies into the tdal channel to the sea, A siuice
was first buill hera in 1851,

The A.G.Wnght Sluice, completed in 1339, is used to reloase
flood water mio the Rebhe! Channel, discharging 11 miles
further narth at King's Lynn,

The Cut-0t Channel, completedin 1964, is 27 miles long and
raveds irom Mildenhall ta Denver, intercepling on the way the
Rivers Lark, Litile Ouse and Wissey. In limes of fipod. watar
can be released from the Cul-Cf Channel nio the Relief
Channel Ibrough the Impounding Slwice. Thes shuce also
allows the level of water inihe Sul-Off Channel 1o be raised
when necessary. to produce a reversal of llow 1o Blackdyke.
some1s mies south-west near Hockwold. From hsre the
water is transtered by ppeling and pumping stalion to the
el reaches of nwers in Essex.

The Diversion Slce drverts water inmo the Cut-Of Chanmel
when Necessary

Earith /

/

New Bedford Rlver
of ‘Hundred Foot'

Built in 1851
: Moarings —a=
Cut-Oft Channel /
Jenyns Arms —g E
\ Dhwersion Sluice
impounding Sluice Danvir Lot
Qid Bediord River
Built in 1637
A G Wnght Sluce
Feligf Channel \
Salters Lode Lock
g
Tidal River
Locking times at Denver Lock
i e warning board Jan & Feb 09G0-1600
March 0800-1700
April & May 0BOO-1800
- June. July. Aug 08002000
-1 Top of oreous Dage September QR00-1900
October 09001780
Moy & Dec 0506- 1600




. el - Downham Bridge
S

electricity cablas

A brige has existed tere for canlunes. It was reconded that

in 1454 (e Lord of e Manor leased it 10 the Bridge Resves
who mainiained it and charged users 3 1oll In 1877 the exisling
woodnn bridge was replaced by & wrought ron structure,
Mortodk County Council ok over the bridga in 1929 and later
found it necessary 1o impase a waight resiriction. The present
concrete structure was bulll In 1964 {Centrg span 8% fi).
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grass sland

[.-:4 fence & siile

There are large sandbanks in
1his area.

When traveling upstream,
kean to Ine lett umtil loved with
the drainage cutfall and then
head towards the stile an the
othes banh.
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E__A_L——'—’ Stow Bridge

A briclge has basn recorded on thi
A timber structure was orected in

this century. The presant bridge. <
bowstrng grder Spant, was it |

Courrfall

Cottage roof
[ermers show 1896

Tall aarial by
autbuildings
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Suppornts lor obkd o
railway bridge

The old timber Magdalene Bridge was replaced in 1913 by

the enishng steel athce grder bodge. (Cenlia span 84 1], s
It is dug o be reconstruzted in the near future. %
trees 3
-~
% J ,/ - T
* g - Wiggenhatl o
3 g St. Mary Magdalena

elactricity catles

Magdalens Bridge \"\a\f/ S R
o

) {5 Church with 15th C.
glass wandows

The Cock
Whrg fence argund public house

sewage works
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Morfolk County Council took over a w
S1.Germans Charity in 1928 and resh
of less than 3 tons. The present reinh
was built i 1938, (Centre span 50 1)

1. Germans Chureh 5i. Germans Bridge

3+ 15th Century a
oenches
Pub 1 6

A T - R !
- Wiggenhall - /f’
~ St Germans ~ *
-~ g2 N -

- f/ o

Fishing boat otten
moored ee

Thie Migdie Leve! Mam Drainis a 10-mile
siraight cut completed i 848,

The prarmpeng stalicn baill in 1534 has since
been groatly incroasad in capacity and is now
the biggest in England

Pylon

Pipedine bridge
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‘N' Radiet Channel
\\

Pipaline bridge

Tail Sluico

Eau Brink Cut was opanad in 1821 o
remove a G-mile loop in the river and
so improve the flow of water to the sea.

The A47 Road Bridge was built in 1975 as part of the
King's Lyrn southem by pass, (Centre span 200 fi).
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réat Ouse Boahng
ssocialion, King's
i Consarvancy
pard and Denver
rusing Club buoys

N

AA7 road bridge

Free Bridge

Bogis moored
towarcs the
cworrlra of the river

King's Lynn Free Brioge was originally 2 iimber toll bridge built m 1827,
It was replaced in 1873 oy a wrought iron lattice gindsr siructure.

The bricge was rebuilt in 1924 in reinforced concrete and, in 18740,

1he superstruciyre was replaced by steal girders supporing a concrate
deck slab. {Gentfc'span 120 ).

oal Quay

el oo West Lynn

grain silos

Top of previous puge



The Custom House was Ladlt as the
Merchants Exchange in 1863 by local

"., Femy
arcritect Henry Bell, wica Mayor of

Harbour Ofice O

King's Lynn.
SETHEY
Aloxandda Dack
Snoals zlong this stretch can
wvary in heigtt and posmion
ich Fishar Floal

f

[isher Float was preseriad 1o the
fisharmen of King's Lynn by King John,
1l was shoroned in the 1880s lo make
way for the new Bentinck Dock

This 2 mile cut with "tra
was bullt in 1852 1o =i

dio walch is kept from the Harbour Cffice
hours betore | ligh Water until about

atter ¢n each tide and continuously Monday
3y DBOO hrs to 1730 hrs, Al porl onerations
annel 14 and pleasure vessals and fishing
; are strongly recommended to monitor this
s when underway in the harbour ares.

Scale: 5inches = 1 mile approx.

The Wash
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at King's Lynn am as follows:-

Frae Hridge

A4T Road Bridge
Gas Pipeline Bridges
Sl.Garmans Bridge
Magdalans Bridge
Stow Bridoe
Downharm Bridge

Clearances under the river bridges moasured from above the dock sill

330n
3701
340N
31eh
3en
Naft
3201

This sill is alse the datum used for the King's Lynn tide 1ables.

hed by F.H Foote, 44 Water Streel, Campndge CB4 1PA - Tel: 0223-3539737 -
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