Advice for Boaters
Shoals - Buoyage in Use on River Nene
Unfortunately the structures, characteristics and geography that make the River Nene so beautiful also presents boaters with a few navigational problems to contend with. While in the winter these can prove to be quite benign, as the levels drop, so they become more apparent and deserving of your complete attention while negotiating around them.

The small nature of the River, especially in some areas affected by constant shoaling, does not allow the Waterways Authority to fully utilise the IALA Buoyage System to an extent where it can be always fully and correctly interpreted. Because of frequent stronger than normal flows at some particular affected areas the set buoys constantly move out of their laid position. This makes the use of port and starboard hand buoys impractical, as such Waterways have used Yellow Special Marker Buoys to mark the extremities of the shoals, each of which are unique in their own right.
These buoys are laid with chain moorings that are up to 3 x highest expected depth to allow for rise in water level and flow-rates. Because of the required length of mooring, the buoys will have by design, a wide scope and may appear to be out –of –position at times of low water.  All of the buoys are anchored by two concrete sinkers of 25kg with a length of chain equal to maximum expected depth between each one - This is because of lifting restrictions imposed by health and safety guidelines. The buoyage used on the known shoals are constantly monitored for any drift and when such movement is detected re-setting operations are plan for when staffing is available. Known shoals are:-
Orton

150m downstream of lock – opposite 48 hour mooring. This shoal is marked by two buoys that should be passed on the left of the buoys going downstream and on the right of the buoys heading upstream.
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Alwalton 

150m downstream of lock opposite sluice:
Keep to right of buoys when heading upstream (very deep near bank).

Keep to right of buoys when heading downstream.

Keep clear of buoys – DO NOT attempt to go between them!
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Perio

200m downstream of lock opposite millstream inlet. Passage passed this shoal is further impeded by a tree overhanging opposite the inlet – birds nesting so unable to touch (yet). Not yet buoyed – Only degraded recently.
When heading upstream keep to the left of River after passing backwater inlet on left - Sound horn – you do not have right of way and there are bends! After passing shoal move back into centre of channel.

When heading downstream keep to right and listen for horns, you will see shoal on your left.

Cotterstock

On approach / departure course of downstream landing stage. 5m out from downstream end of landing stage. Too near to use any buoyage. When approaching / departing from here head for just upstream of centre to avoid this shoal.

All these are being planned for removal at the end of this year.
